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Nutcracker 2018 Backstage Guidelines 
Welcome to our annual production of The Nutcracker at the Seahawk Cultural Center 
(SCC) on the Hilton Head High School campus!  In an effort to make this performance 
flow as smoothly as possible, we have established the following rules and procedures.  
Please acquaint yourself with them as they are essential to a successful production.  
There are changes from last year’s guidelines.   Thank you. 

Check-in/out is required for all levels Pink through Intermediate and 
dancers should arrive 1/2 hour before curtain  (ex: 2:00 for a 2:30 show) 

The stagedoor (located outside, to the right of the lobby) is the only entrance to the 
backstage. Do not attempt to enter from the lobby or auditorium. Upon 
entering the stagedoor, there will be a check-in table with a list of the performers and 
Backstage Volunteers. For the safety and comfort of our dancers, ONLY people whose 
names appear on that list (plus ONE parent or guardian) will be permitted in the 
backstage area.  Volunteers will be given a name tag identifying them as such. Once you 
have signed in your child, you may escort her/him to the dressing room.  Visitors 
must wait at the stagedoor. Only Apprentices and Company Members will 
be allowed backstage without signing in at the check in table! 

Dressing Rooms and Backstage Hallways 

Please assist your child into his/her costume.  (For the little ones, a restroom trip before 
getting into costume is a must!) Act II dancers may dress later with the help of a 
Backstage Parent Volunteer.  If you are attending the performance, and your child is in 
Act I, they must have a ticket of their own to join you in the theater for Act II. Please be 
sure to go to the check in desk and sign them out during the intermission and not 
before. They will not be released to go to the lobby to meet you. 

Hair and make-up should be done prior to arrival for levels Pink through 
Intermediate. After your child is dressed you may exit through the stagedoor. (Not the 
door from backstage to the auditorium.) All dancers are to remain in their designated 
dressing room until called to the stage.  Only pre-registered volunteers are permitted to 
remain backstage during the performance. 

No food or drink except water is allowed anywhere backstage. (This includes parents 
and dancers.) Also, no markers, pens, or any other materials that could damage or stain 
costumes are to be brought into the dressing rooms. Please do not leave make-up 



with any dancer in the Pink through Burgundy levels. Books, electronic games 
with headphones, quiet board games are all good activities to occupy your child until 
his/her turn onstage. 

Please refrain from congregating in the hallways. The halls need to be kept clear at all 
times to insure access by our crew and staff.  

Onstage 

No one is permitted on the stage or in the wings except as directed by the Artistic 
Directors or the Production Manager. Dancers are only permitted in the wings 
immediately prior to or immediately following their piece.  

Once in the wings, the littlest dancers will be directed to rows of chairs where they are to 
quietly wait until their turn to perform.  Quiet is essential as sound travels exceedingly 
well into the house. 

There is to be no photography or videography from the wings without prior 
approval from the Artistic Directors. 

Misc. 

Please come with your own bobby pins and select one headpiece. The sharing of hair 
accessories and cosmetics is unsanitary.  All of our headpieces are sprayed between each 
performance and we cannot be held accountable for individual actions. 

All female performers are to wear pink footed tights and pink ballet shoes with elastics.  
Underwear is not to be worn under tights. Some dancers feel more comfortable 
changing into costume if they are wearing a nude leotard.  

Male students should have black dance pants or white tights and black ballet shoes with 
elastics. 

Costumes are not to leave the backstage area of the SCC. Dancers may not 
be in the lobby in costume. Dancers may not be in the lobby in tights and leotards. 
Costumes are shared by multiple casts and need to be prepared for the next 
performance. 

Everyone must pay attention to all posted signs. As renters, we are guests at the SCC 
and need to respect the space. 

Listen to and follow all of the Production Manager’s announcements. 

Dancers are to listen to and respect Backstage Volunteers. 

If there is any reason why you should need to accompany your child backstage during 
the performance and are not a pre-registered volunteer, please obtain prior approval 
from an Artistic Director so that we may add your name to the backstage list. 



Please be certain you AND your child are familiar with and understand 
these guidelines before arrival at the Seahawk Cultural Center. A successful 
performance relies on everyone working together! 


